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News from WABCG               March 2017 

Editorial 

WABCG travelled in February, to 

represent the voice of growers 

from Eastern Europe to North 

Africa: 

• On the 28
th

, I attended 

the Sugar World 2017 

conference, organised in Kiev 

(Ukraine), at the invitation of the 

National Association of Sugar 

Producers of Ukraine. I presented the results of the study 

we conducted last year, on how the products from cane 

and beet are shared between growers and factories 

throughout the world.  

• And, on the 22
nd

 & 23
rd

, WABCG Secretary 

underlined the importance of collective communication 

concerning sugar, at the ISO/APS Sugar International 

Conference in Marrakech. 

 

Those two speeches carried the same key message: beet 

and cane growers’ organisations need to be strong all 

over the world, in order to build solid partnerships with 

millers, for the benefit of the entire sugar and ethanol 

sector.  

We all know that without beet or cane, millers have no 

future, and that without millers, growers have no way to 

add value to their crop!  Thus, millers and growers have 

no option but to join hands, and this union can be fruitful 

and sustainable, but only if it is built on transparency and 

confidence! 

 

Growers’ associations have also a special role to play in 

innovation dissemination. This will be one of the key 

messages we will share during our next meeting, mid-

March in Yamoussoukro (Ivory Coast), at the kind 

invitation of Fepcanvici, the Ivory Coast cane growers’ 

association.  

I wish you all a safe trip and look forward to seeing you 

all there! 

Jean-Pierre Dubray, WABCG President 

NEWS FROM DENMARK 

 

We are now looking forward to the coming season where 

we expect the sugarbeet to be sown from the middle of 

March and 3-4 weeks ahead. We experience as well the 

climate change here in Denmark with less winter and 

snow and an earlier spring. Just 

a few years ago sowing in 

March would be unusual but it 

is now common to start that 

early.   

 

The sugarbeet pays for every 

day extra of growing time in the 

season so the beet has first 

priority for the farmers when 

the soil becomes ready for 

sowing in the spring. 

 

It is the first year for Denmark and the rest of the EU with 

the end of the quota regime. We have had long and 

difficult negotiations with our processor about the terms 

for growing sugar beet the coming 3 years period. After 

20 months of negotiations we could finally sign a new 

Interprofessional Agreement (IPA) in the beginning of 

January. Many issues have been dealt with and one of 

them is transport of the beet. 

 

It has until now been the growers who organize the 

transport from the farm to the factory. It has either been 

done by the grower himself with tractor and wagon or by 

hiring a contractor to transport the beet by truck to the 

factory. The growers have been responsible for the 

transport but it has as well given them 100 % flexibility to 

organize the transport in a way which is optimal for the 

individual grower. The grower has paid for the transport 

as well but he has on the other side received a transport 

allowance from the processor. For growers living close to 

the factories the allowance has covered all his costs for 

transporting the beet while growers living further away 
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from the factories have faced a net cost for transporting 

the beet. 

 

In order to find savings for the entire sector the system 

has been changed from 2017. The processor has 

calculated that it will be possible to do the transport in a 

more efficient way and save costs if it is organised by 

them and carried out by them in a big scale manner on 

behalf of all growers. We have from the growers’ side 

agreed to this change but in a way so it is still possible for 

a grower to choose to transport his own beet with his 

own vehicle. This will allow the growers who have 

invested in mainly tractors and wagons for transport to 

continue with this. 

 

The growers will face many new issues with the new IPA 

for 2017. One of them is the change on transport. 

Another point is a lower beet price which we 

unfortunately had to accept as a part of the negotiations.  

 

In that way there will be plenty of points to debate when 

we have our annual general assembly in Danish Beet 

Growers in the beginning of March with participation of a 

large part of our members (growers). A good day where 

all growers have the possibility to take part in the debate 

and show what is important for them. A day we always 

are looking forward to. 

 

 
Jørn Dalby, President 

Danske Sukkerroedyrkere (Danish Beet Growers) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM MAURITIUS 

 

With the abolition of the EU/ACP Sugar Protocol in 2009, 

entailing the elimination of guaranteed prices, Mauritius 

had no other choice than to move 

up the value chain in order to be 

able to secure better sales 

opportunities. The industry 

consequently invested in 2 state-of-

the-art sugar refineries, with a 

combined annual capacity of 

370,000 tons to-date, and also in 

the strengthening of its unrefined 

special sugar production facilities, now exceeding 

120,000 tons per annum. As from the 2011 crop, total 

deliveries from Mauritius were consequently in the form 

of such direct consumption sugars. 

Most of the Mauritian sugar exports have so far been 

directed to the EU, which has remained the more 

remunerative market destination under the prevailing 

sugar regime. However, with liberalization of EU beet 

production quotas in October 2017, prompting an 

alignment of EU with world market prices, the industry 

has to adopt a more aggressive marketing stance, with 

the need to constantly compare between the EU and 

non-EU market destinations in order to be able to secure 

the highest selling prices. Already over 60,000 tons white 

sugar have been exported to the regional market over 

the last 3 years, while the special sugars are presently 

sold in over 50 destinations worldwide, including over 20 

countries on the EU continent. 

Mauritius sugars will no doubt face fiercer competition in 

the future: while quality and price competitiveness are 

sine qua non conditions for survival of the industry, it has 

to be agile and remain alert to the most remunerative 

market opportunities. 

Devesh Dukhira, CEO  
Mauritius Sugar Syndicate  
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NEWS FROM NORTH GERMANY 

 

In the area of North Germany 

it is an old tradition to 

celebrate informal meetings 

with beet growers on a local 

level. These so called winter 

meetings took place during 

February 2017 at about 50 

locations all over the entire 

beet growing area of 

Nordzucker and Suiker Unie 

factories. Regarding the total number of 7500 beet 

growers we met more than 40% in the recent 3 weeks. 

This was more than average and expressed the high 

interest in future of sugar beet growing for the coming 

years.  

 

North Germany looks back on a good sugar beet year. In 

average 74 metric tonnes per hectare of beet were 

harvested with an average sugar content of 17.8 %: This 

was the second best result all over the more than 150 

year history of beet sugar in our area. Even though the 

summer was hot and dry and harvest expectations were 

estimated on the level of long term average. Processing 

campaign starts in second half of September and ended 

first half of January without big problems with harvest 

and delivery services. So growers and factories have been 

quiet satisfied. Comparing to the recent two years the 

market development was also favourable and beet 

growers will participate with better prices for contract 

and surplus beets. Due to abolition of the quota system 

and according to current market prospects North 

German beet growers will increase beet acreage for 2017 

of about 10 %. 

 

However the sugar beet market is changing not only in 

line of political decisions but also to meet consumer’s 

needs. As ecological cultivation becomes more and more 

important all over Europe, farmers were asked by sugar 

companies to grow organic sugar beets as well. Ecological 

beet cultivation has already approved for the coming 

period. Organic farms could sign new contracts with beet 

prices of about three times as much as conventional 

sugar beet could achieve. 

 

Farmers and industry want to get fair prices for their 

products. So they are interested to only grow and sell 

want the market wants. After leaving the quota system it 

is expected that the volume of sugar beet will not be 

extended uncontrolled. There should only be so much 

sugar production as client demand exists. Our growers 

worry about the (price) strategy in other countries 

because in Germany there is no more governmental 

support for growing sugar beet. Concerns are that there 

will be no fair trade especially on the markets out of the 

European Union. The future will show how a liberalized 

market can develop. 

 

 

Dr. Heinrich-Hubertus Helmke, General Secretary 
DNZ - Dachverband Norddeutscher Zuckerrübenanbauer 

 (Head Association of North German Sugar Beet Growers) 

 

 

The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers (WABCG) is the international organisation which groups together the national and regional 

associations of sugar beet and sugar cane growers at international level. WABCG has 35 member associations and unites over 5 million sugar 

beet and sugar cane growers from the five continents. WABCG is present in over 30 countries, producing 60% of world sugar production. 

 

www.wabcg.org  

Next Council of the WABCG: 

 

11-15 March 2017 

Yamoussoukro 

Ivory-Coast 

 

www.wabcg.org  


